74                              RISE OF   IHE MARATHA POWER
in the flesh, as Jesus C&rist, who suffered for mankind, and atoned
for their sins. This intervention was never found necessary in the
Aryan religions of Greece or Rome or of India. God with us has
always been regarded more as a father and a mother, a brother
and a friend, than a judge and a chastiser and a ruler. Not that
He does not judge, or rule, but He judges, rules, and chastises
with the love of a father or mother, ever ready to receive the
repentant prodigal son back into his arms. The orthodox Brahmi-
nical conception does not bring out the feature of a kindly Pro-
vidence so prominently as it is found to be realized in the teachings
and life's experiences of our saints and prophets. They are
emphatic in their assertions that they were able to see their God,
and hear His words, and walked and talked with Him, and held
intercourse with Him. In their higher moments they, no doubt,
describe Him as One Who did not speak, but their most normal
condition of mind was one of satisfaction when they realized His
presence as we realize the presence of sensible things. The Yogis
and the Vedantis only talk in their waking dreams of being one
with God, but Namdev and Tukaram, Eknath and Dnyandev, were
not content with this distant and difficult union, which did not last
during all the moments of their conscious life, and compared their
own happiness in such daily intercourse with God as being above
all the attainments of Yoga and Vedant. We may believe the
miracles ascribed to these saints or disbelieve them, but we cannot
disbelieve their emphatic statements on this point. All the love
that in Christian lands circles round the life and death of Christ
Jesus has been in India freely poured upon the intense realization
of the every-day presence of the Supreme God in the heart in a
way more convincing than eyes or ears or th?e sense of touch can
realize. This constitutes the glory of the saints, and it is a posses-
sion which is treasured up by our people, high and low, men and
women, as a solace in life beyond all value.
,As a consequence of this conception of God's relations with
man, the supreme efficacy of devotional love (Bhakti) over all other
methods of attaining to His knowledge became the cardinal creed
of these Vaishnav sects. There is not a life in all these sketches
drawn by Mahipati in which Bhakti and Faith (Bhawa) are not
emphasized as being far superior in virtue to all other forms of
worship, such as the performance of rites and ceremonies of exter-
nal worship, pilgrimages and ablutions, self-mortifications and
fasts, learning and contemplation. These have relation only to the
body or the mind, while the spirit is what God desires to see
engaged in His service. The rites and ceremonies may be per-
formed as in different matters, just as food may be taken and